Changing strategies in the treatment of hormone-dependent breast cancer.
Hormone Receptor concept provides better prediction of hormone dependency of breast cancer and therefore proper selection of therapy. The fate of receptors following hormonal manipulation is not clearly understood. It is suggested that in a hormone-dependent breast cancer, the cessation of response to one form of hormonal therapy is not an indication of emergence of hormone independence of the cancer. Contrary to the present belief, the author suggests that the hormone-dependent tumors retain their biological and biochemical characteristics in the recurrent tumor and therefore will respond to other forms of endocrine therapy. The presence of extraglandular synthesis of estrogen is considered as a major reason for the relapse of a regressing breast cancer following endocrine manipulation. A hypothesis is advanced for test in a clinical trial.